
Welcome to our 
reading & writing 

workshop



What is my child’s reading level? 

● Each half term, children do a STAR reading test on a computer.

● This generates a ‘ZPD’ - Zones of Proximal Development and a 
‘reading age’ - used as an assessment tool.

● Most of the books in school are labelled with a ZPD.

● Page 101 of your child’s planner.



Finding appropriate, challenging books for your child.





The Hub (library)

● Children visit the Hub once a week.

● Categories of subjects and sections of popular authors and 

series of books. 

● Select a fiction and non-fiction text. 

● Taught how to care for books and to respect them.



Prediction/Summarising
Vocabulary
Explain
Retrieve/Infer
Non-fiction Friday

VIPERS - weekly guided reading





Prefix examples: 
Un-
Undone, uneducated, 
undesirable…

Mis-
Misunderstand, misinform, 
misguide…

Suffix examples: 
-ly
Lovely, gladly, cautiously… 

-ment
Entertainment, advertisement, 
embarrassment… 









Figurative language: 
● Metaphors
● Similes
● Personification
● Alliteration
● Onomatopoeia
● Hyperbole







Ways to get your child to hate reading!

● Correct them continuously. 

● Interrupt them often/ give them only half of your attention.

● Force them to read books they are uninterested in. 

● Scold them for their reading ability/progress/interest.



Strategies to help your child become more fluent

● Let’s start by talking phonics… 



Strategies to help your child become more fluent

Echo reading

● The adult models the reading for the child and they echo back.

The sailor slowly turned his head and crept cautiously towards the stairs.

“Oh no!” he exclaimed. He realised he was doomed.

● Read the book to your child first, then read it together so they are 
aware of upcoming words or sounds. 



Strategies to help your child become more fluent

Reading is fun!

● Select books that your child is interested in, even if below their level. 

● Can mix up the levels of books. 

● Choose interesting places to read - the garden, listen to a story in the 
bath, under the duvet with a torch,  retell a story on the walk to 
school…

Also, WHO to read to. A younger sibling! The dog! A teddy bear!



Reading at home makes a world of difference!

● 10 minutes of reading with an adult every week day. 
● Children (or adult) fills in the planner with: 

- The name of the book 

- The page numbers that were read

- One sentence to describe something that happened in the 
book, or a fact that they learned (if it is a non-fiction text).

- An adult signs the bottom of the page over the weekend.



Writing

At PHJS



PHONICS
ORTHOGRAPHY
MORPHOLOGY
ETYMOLOGY



PHONICS

The sound of language and the letters and groups of letters that represent them.



The conventions used to turn a spoken language into a written one.

ORTHOGRAPHY



The units of meaning which make up the words we use.

MORPHOLOGY



ETYMOLOGY

The history and origin of words and how they have changed over time.



•UNDERSTANDING THESE CONCEPTS NOT ONLY HELPS US WITH SPELLING 
BUT HELPS US TO GRASP THE MEANING OF UNFAMILIAR WORDS



THE WRITING 
PROCESS











https://app.pobble.c
om/lessons/prompt

https://app.pobble.com/lessons/prompt

https://app.pobble.com/lessons/prompt


Golden Rules for writing at 
home

Plenty of praise

Allow them to read it out loud to you

Let them see the different types of writing you do

Don’t bribe a child to write (or read)

Allow different forms of writing

Don’t get obsessed with spelling

Come and speak to us



Make it meaningful 
to them!

But most of all…


